What it’s like to star in the worst movie ever made 
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Inside the Goldwater Institute’s 
behind-the-scenes campaign 
to remake education in Arizona 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


In the spring of 201, an Arizona think tank was cele- 
brating what it billed as a landmark victory for school 
choice: The Legislature had passed a bill making it legal 
for families with special-needs students to receive tax 
dollars to use for private-school tuition. 

The Goldwater Institute wasn’t cheering from the side- 
lines. It had developed the idea for Empowerment Schol- 
arship Accounts, or ESAs, and had helped convince law- 
makers to make it state law. 

“The Arizona Legislature became the first in the coun- 
try to approve (Empowerment Scholarship Accounts), an 
idea born at the Goldwater Institute,” a Goldwater official 


h See GOLDWATER, Page 19A 
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, i f 5 a Above: These are a few of the emails sent between the 
es A te Goldwater Institute, a conservative think tank, and the 
Pi wE E 3 Arizona Department of Education regarding school- 
f TS choice issues from 2011 through June of this year. 
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lam an American 
We are One Nation 


Each week, this series will in- 
troduce you to an exceptional 
American who unites, rather than 
divides, our communities. In this 
installment, read about Chris 
Lassiter, who says he loves the 
melting pot aspect of America, and that his 
neighborhood is a prime example. Page 5E 
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Arizona State at Kansas 


Just as No.16 Arizona State heads east to take on the 
No. 2 Kansas Jayhawks, the Devils get a boost. 
Sophomore forward Mickey Mitchell is eligible for 
the first time since transferring a year ago. 7C 


Moose reaches for Mei Mei Zhu at the fairgrounds in 
Del Mar, California. The facility has taken in about 
900 horses displaced by area wildfires, which could 
intensify as winds increase. SEAN LOGAN/THE REPUBLIC 


Weather 


High 79° K Low 53° 
Mostly sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Cops with 
troubled 


pasts still 
find work 


Oversight loopholes can 
obscure officers’ records 


Megan Cassidy 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Pima County sheriff’s deputy re- 
signed amid reports that he was ha- 
rassing women on his beat. One apart- 
ment manager said he fondled her 
breasts while in uniform. 

A Tucson officer was fired after hit- 
ting his son’s coach over the head with 
a lawn chair. 

A Pinal County Sheriff’s Office dep- 
uty was fired after failing to adequately 
perform a welfare check on an elderly 
man. The man’s spouse answered the 
door naked, the deputy later would re- 
call, and said the man was fine. The 
deputy went on his way. The elderly 
man was discovered in the home days 
later in what records describe as a 
“mummified state.” 

In each case, the incidents cost the 
men their jobs — but not their careers — 
as Arizona law-enforcement officers. 

In less than three years, they all 
held a badge again at a different agen- 


See OFFICERS, Page 15A 
More online: See more of The Repub- 


lic’s investigative stories by visiting 
investigations.azcentral.com. 


Media fights 
judge order, 
citing First 
Amendment 


Michael Kiefer 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


High in a tower at the Maricopa 
County Superior Court complex in 
downtown Phoenix, prosecutor Jean- 
nette Gallagher was fighting to put 
John Allen on death row for killing a10- 
year-old girl by locking her in a plastic 
footlocker overnight. 

Meanwhile, in another courtroom 
in another Superior Court tower, Galla- 
gher was the victim in the trial of a 
man who had stalked her repeatedly 
after she put him in prison in 2008. 

When Gallagher’s involvement in 
the two cases intersected, a court or- 
der was issued that appears unprece- 
dented in Maricopa County. 

In a hearing Nov. 6, Superior Court 
Judge Erin Otis weighed a request 
from The Arizona Republic for a still 


See MEDIA, Page 21A 
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